
Findlay faces 
treason

Patriots for Economic 
Progress (PeP) founder 
Sean Tembo has an-
nounced his immediate 
retirement from active 
politics, bringing an end to 
a 10-year political career 
without being elected to 
any public office.

In a statement, Mr Tem-
bo said the decision came 
after careful consideration 

Two one-year-old baby boys 
have drowned in a shallow 
well in a garden at Simon Jere 
Village in Chipata District.

The incident happened 
yesterday around 07:30 hours 
when Hellen Tembo and Ev-
elyn Tembo, biological sisters 
from the same village, went to 
the garden to collect strawber-
ries, each carrying her baby on 
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and extensive consulta-
tions with his family and 
friends.

He noted that his retire-
ment coincides with the 
10th anniversary of PeP’s 
founding. 

Although he never suc-
ceeded in being elected 
to public office, Mr Tembo 
said he remained proud of 
his contributions to Zam-
bia’s political discourse, 
particularly through the 
party’s annual Alterna-
tive National Budgets and 

the jurisprudence that 
emerged from political 
cases before the High 
Court and Constitutional 
Court.

Mr Tembo also ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
friends, acquaintances and 
supporters who stood by 
him throughout his politi-
cal journey.

He said he will now 
transition into private life 
while continuing to pray 
for the wellbeing and 
prosperity of Zambia.

her back.
According to Eastern Prov-

ince Police Commanding Offi-
cer Robertson Mweemba, the 
women later untied the babies 
and left them playing on the 
ground as they continued 
collecting the strawberries. 
The babies reportedly crawled 
to a nearby shallow well and 
drowned.

Mr Mweemba said the 
mothers later noticed the chil-

dren were missing and began 
searching before discovering 
them in the well.

With the help of neigh-
bours, the bodies were 
retrieved and taken to Katan-
dala Clinic, where they were 
pronounced dead on arrival.

He said the bodies were 
later taken back home in 
readiness for burial today 
adding that no foul play was 
suspected.

I’ve run my race-Sean Tembo

…For allegedly prohibiting or 
aiding the funding of terrorism
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Two boys drown 
in shallow well

A 16-year-old girl from Livingstone District is receiving 
treatment at Livingstone University Teaching Hospital 
after allegedly being poisoned and raped by unidenti-
fied persons.

The incident occurred on August 18 at about 20:00 
when the girl told her mother she was going to see 
a friend. Before leaving, she was asked to prepare 
nshima; after she left the house the mother expected 
her to return shortly.

According to Southern Province Police Commanding 
Officer Moono Namalongo, the mother of the victim 
waited until about 22:00 and went to bed around 
23:00. She was later awakened by her 12‑year‑old son, 
who told her to check on his sister. 

Mr Namalongo said the mother found the teenage 
girl leaning against a wall and very weak; the girl could 
not respond when questioned and had to be helped 
back into the house.

On inspection the mother discovered the girl was 
without underwear and her trousers were turned inside 
out, prompting suspicion of sexual assault. The mother 
also noticed a white substance coming from the girl’s 
mouth, raising concern that she had been poisoned.

Mr Namalongo said the teenager was taken im-
mediately to Livingstone University Teaching Hospital, 
where she was admitted in an unstable condition and 
was unable to speak when police visited.

He said two dockets one for suspected rape and 
another for suspected poisoning have been opened 
and investigations are under way and no arrests have 
been made.

Livingstone girl 
raped, poisoned

By Ruth Kambita

Harry Findlay
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The Lusaka Magistrates’ Court 
has summoned the two sure-
ties of former Nkana Member 
of Parliament Binwell Mpundu 
to account for his failure to 
appear in court.

Mr Mpundu was due before 
Magistrate Webster Milumbe 
today for a ruling on whether 
he has a case to answer in the 
ongoing seditious practices 

Vice President Mutale Nalu-
mango has praised outgo-
ing United Nations Resident 
Coordinator Beatrice Mutali 
for her collaborative and 
inclusive leadership, noting 
that her tenure significantly 
strengthened the partner-
ship between the Zambian 
Government and the United 
Nations.

Ms. Nalumango high-
lighted Ms. Mutali’s strong 
leadership during major 
national challenges, includ-
ing the cholera outbreak, 
drought, and economic 
difficulties. 

She said Ms. Mutali’s coor-
dination effectively brought 
together the Government, 
UN agencies, cooperating 
partners, and the diplomatic 
community to respond to 
emergencies and advance 
Zambia’s development 
agenda.

In turn, Ms. Mutali 
expressed gratitude to the 
Government and the people 
of Zambia for the trust and 
partnership extended to her 

Two out of the three 
women that went viral for 
insulting President Elect 
Hakainde Hichilema on 
social media have been 
arrested.

Eastern Province Police 
Commanding Officer Rob-
ertson Mweemba named 
the detained suspects as 
Rosemary Tembo, 29, and 
Afelida Tembo, 32, both 
of Masangano Village in 
Chief Ndake’s area.

A viral video reportedly 
shows the two women, 
together with a third 

Government says the 
expansion of the National 
Assembly Chamber is 
expected to be completed 
by August 27, 2026, ahead 
of the seating of an en-
larged Parliament.

Infrastructure Develop-
ment Permanent Secretary 
Professor Albert Malama 
says major works have 
been completed, with only 
final works remaining.

The expansion follows 
the increase in constitu-
ency-based parliamentary 
seats from 156 to 226 after 
the creation of 70 new 
constituencies. 

The restructured Parlia-
ment will also include 
40 proportional-repre-
sentation seats reserved 
for women, youths and 
persons with disabilities.

The allocation com-

The Resolute Party has appealed 
to President Hakainde Hichilema 
to ensure a thorough investigation 
into the death of former Lunte 
Member of Parliament Mutotwe 
Kafwaya.

The party, which was part of 
the Tonse Pamodzi alliance and 
sponsored running mate Makebi 
Zulu for the NRPUP, described Mr 
Kafwaya’s death as “unacceptable”.

“No one deserves to die like 
that. It is unfortunate that he 
had to die in such a way,” party 
president Dr Martin Phiri said. 

‘Where’s Binwell?’ Court asks

Detained Lusaka business-
man Harry Findlay has been 
charged with prohibiting or 
aiding the funding of terror-
ism, contrary to Section 20 of 
the Anti-Terrorism and Non-
Proliferation Act No. 6 of 2018.

This is according to his law-

Findlay faces treason

Parley chamber expansion nears completionResolute Party appeals justice for Kafway’s death

Beatrice Mutali 
bids farewell

2 women nabbed 
for insulting HH
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matter. He did not attend.
Defence counsel informed 

the court that efforts to reach 
Mr Mpundu had been unsuc-
cessful and that his where-
abouts remain unknown.

Magistrate Milumbe direct-
ed the sureties to appear on 
17 September 2026 to explain 
the accused’s absence. 

The State indicated that it 
may apply for a bench warrant 
if Mr Mpundu fails to attend 
the next hearing.

and the United Nations dur-
ing her time in the country.

She described her service 
in Zambia as a privilege and 
paid tribute to Zambians for 
their resilience in the face 
of economic, health, and 
climate-related challenges.

Ms. Mutali pointed to the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Cooperation 
Framework for 2023–2027 
as a shared platform 
enabling the UN and the 
Government to work in 
alignment with Zambia’s 
Eighth National Develop-
ment Plan and the Sustain-
able Development Goals.

She noted that the 
strengthened partnership 
supports progress in key 
areas such as health, educa-
tion, agriculture, nutrition, 
social protection, youth de-
velopment, gender equality, 
disaster preparedness, and 
climate resilience.

Expressing confidence in 
Zambia’s future, Ms. Mutali 
affirmed that the United 
Nations remains a trusted 
partner in the country’s 
development journey.

individual identified only 
as Aselida, insulting Mr 
Hichilema and his sup-
porters after the general 
elections.

During interviews, the 
suspects told police they 
committed the alleged 
offence while under the 
influence of alcohol.

Mr Mweemba warned 
that people who routinely 
insult others will face the 
law if found guilty.

The two women are 
due to be transferred to 
Chipata Central Police 
Station for case compila-
tion and are expected to 
appear in court on charges 
of hate speech and insults.

yer, Milner Katoto, who spoke 
to journalists at the Lusaka 
High Court after proceedings 
were held in chambers.

Lusaka High Court Judge 
Lameck Mwale has recused 
himself from the case. As a re-
sult, Findlay remains in deten-
tion pending the allocation of 
the matter to another judge.

A few days earlier, Findlay 
filed a habeas corpus applica-
tion under Order 54, Rules 
1, 2 and 4 of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court of England 
(White Book, 1999 Edition).

Findlay was arrested by a 
joint security team on 4 Au-
gust 2026 and has been held 
in Lusaka since then.

prises 20 seats for women, 
15 for youths and five for 
persons with disabilities. 

Professor Malama said 
Government, in consulta-
tion with the National As-
sembly, decided to expand 
the existing chamber 
instead of constructing a 
new building.

He said the decision 

was intended to provide 
additional seating capacity 
while making use of the 
existing parliamentary 
infrastructure.

Professor Malama 
further disclosed that the 
expansion of the Parlia-
ment Motel was expected 
to be completed by the 
end of October 2026.

He extended condolences to the 
bereaved family and wished them 
God’s strength.

Dr Phiri also congratulated 
President Hichilema and the UPND 
on their victory in the 13 August 
2026 general election, saying the 
poll was decisive. He called for 
national healing, forgiveness and 
reconciliation.

“As an integral partner in the 
Tonse Pamodzi alliance, we will 
not petition the just-ended 13 
August general election,” Dr Phiri 
said. “We will, however, contribute 
towards national reconciliation 
and unity.”

The Resolute Party, which now 

has representation at parliamen-
tary and council level, intends to 
provide checks and balances to 
the UPND government. It pledged 
to hold the government to ac-
count and to demand transpar-
ency.

Dr Phiri said it was time to allow 
the party to return to office its 
five-year mandate to implement 
its developmental agenda, and 
urged those who did not win 
to give the government space 
to improve living standards. He 
described election petitions as 
unproductive.
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The Food Reserve 
Agency (FRA) has bought 
more than 680,000 
metric tonnes of Grade 
A white maize and paid 
farmers K3.4 billion since 
opening satellite depots 

FRA buys 680, 000 metric tonnes maize
By Ruth Kambita

….Electoral Commission of Zambia lifts suspension on 
counting; first results due tonight

Tree planting exercise in Mongu today  in appreciation of President Hakainde Hichilema’s 
re-election in the 2026 General Elections. Pictures by Angela Lishungu /ZANIS

on July 29, the agency 
said on Thursday.

FRA Board Chairper-
son Suresh Desai says 
the purchases totalled 
680,914 tonnes of white 
maize and 11.56 tonnes 
of paddy rice. Com-
bined with a carry-over 
of about 1.455 million 

tonnes from the 2024/25 
season, the national 
stock now stands at more 
than two million tonnes.

“The Agency is still 
on the market purchas-
ing designated crops, 
digital farmer payments 
are being enhanced and 
the nation is food secure 

considering the current 
stock position,” Mr Desai 
said.

The agency introduced 
digital payments during 
the 2026 marketing sea-
son, using mobile money 
and bank transfers to 
speed up payments. 
He said the system has 

worked “extremely well,” 
enabling prompt pay-
ments and leaving farm-
ers satisfied.

To improve operations 
at the depots, FRA es-
tablished Satellite Depot 
Committees to manage 
and coordinate activities, 
steps the agency said 

have enhanced service 
delivery and payments 
to farmers. The crop 
marketing period runs 
from May 1 to October 
31, and FRA confirmed it 
will remain active in the 
market to provide farm-
ers with access.



Zambia women team goalkeeper Chishala Mu-
funte has thanked Zambia Police for developing 
her career and in a show of gratitude, donated 
a set of football jerseys to her former club Dove 
Queens.

Mufunte, who currently plays for Green Buffa-
loes, credited the Zambia Police Service for sup-
porting her transition from striker to goalkeeper. 

Her journey began after she was spotted at 
Dove Queens FC by Under-17 national coach, 
then Charles Halubono who made her first-
choice goalkeeper.

Mufunte was then elevated to Under-20 side, 
and she is now a senior national team player. 

She was part of the Zambia squad that 
competed at the 2026 Women’s Africa Cup of 

Nations in Morocco.
Speaking in Solwezi during the handover to 

North Western Province Police Commanding 
Officer, Brighton Siwale, Mufunte said the dona-
tion was a gesture of appreciation.

“I wanted to thank the Zambia Police for the 
foundation they gave me in my football career. 
I hope this small contribution will encourage 
and support more girls to reach greater heights,” 
Mufunte said.

In receiving the donation,  Siwale commend-
ed Mufunte for remembering her roots and 
acknowledged her continued impact on young 
players.

“As the Police Command, we remain commit-
ted to supporting women’s football in Solwezi 

and beyond through continued sponsorship of 
the team. We are proud that after Chishala, we 
continue to produce national team players, with 
Bukata Kakumbi now following in her foot-
steps as first-choice goalkeeper for the Zambia 
Under-17 women’s national team that qualified 
for the 2026 FIFA U17 Women’s World Cup in 
Morocco. 

“I urge you to remain disciplined, as that is key 
to progressing in your career,” Siwale said.

According to Dove Queens FC media,
Mufunte was presented to the Police Com-

mand by Dove Queens FC General Secretary 
Gabriel Shipili, accompanied by Head Coach 
Renard Mulako and team captains Constable 
Prisca Nalengo and Edah Lungu.

Times Sport
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ZCS appoint Musukwa 
to ‘Superintend’ over 
FC Leopards Queens

Choma defender Muleya dies in 
Solwezi after sudden illness

 Mufunte thanks ZP for career development, 
donates jerseys to Dove Queens

By Benedict Tembo

By Benedict Tembo
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Zambia Correctional Service 
(ZCS) has appointed veteran 
football trainer Shemu Mu-
sukwa as new FC Leopards 
Queens head coach.

Musukwa, an Assistant 
Superintendent in ZCS, has 
welcomed his appointment, 
thanked ZCS Commissioner 
General Fredrick Chilukutu 
for the trust and confidence 
placed in his abilities.

He has since pledged to 
work diligently to deliver the 
desired results.

“I would like to thank the 
Zambia Correctional Service 
Commissioner General, Mr 
Fredrick Chilukutu, for ap-
pointing me as the coach for 
FC Leopards Queens. I am 
truly humbled, and I promise 
to work hard to repay the 
confidence that the Commis-
sioner General has shown in 
my capabilities,” Musukwa 
said.

Musukwa said his immedi-
ate priority was to ensure that 
Queens retain their place in 
the Premier League. 

He pleadged to build a 
team that will play attrac-
tive, entertaining and quality 
football.

“I want to bring cham-
pagne football, where the 
girls will play passing and 
entertaining football. Our 
supporters come to watch us, 
so we should entertain them 
by playing quality and attrac-
tive football,” Musukwa said.

The newly appointed 
coach has also called on all 
members of the Queens fam-
ily to work together and rally 
behind the players, whom he 
described as being hungry 
and determined for success.

Musukwa, who took charge 
last week, is looking forward 
to working with the techni-
cal team and players ahead 
of the new Premier League 
season, which kicks off next 
month.

Kabwe-based Queens  
secured promotion back to 
the top flight after a strong 
campaign in the Zambia Pre-
mier League (ZPL) Women’s 
National League North Zone, 
positioning themselves 
among the leading contend-
ers heading into the top 
Division.

Musukwa will be supported 
by Womba Kalenga as first as-
sistant coach, Agness Banda 
(second assistant coach) 
while Elisheba Mungwa is the 
team manager.

A former left back Musuk-
wa has long been associated  
with the ZCS football struc-
tures and the Kabwe-based 
FC Leopards setup.

He is a product of Young 
Kabwe Warriors.

From Warriors, Musukwa 
joined FC Leopards but his 
playing career was unfortu-
nately cut short by recurring 
injuries, after which he tran-
sitioned into coaching and 
football development.

He has served in various 
technical capacities within 
the ZCS-backed football 
structures, including as an 
equipment manager, youth 

Choma Warriors Academy de-
fender Choolwe Muleya died 
in Solwezi yesterday while 
on a trip to attend trials with 
Dove Queens.

Muleya, 24, had been in 
Solwezi for trials with Doves 
Queens since July 23, 2026.

According to Doves Queens 
General Secretary Gabriel Shi-
pili, the player fell ill yesterday 
morning and was rushed to 
Solwezi Urban Clinic where 
she was pronounced dead 
around 07: 00 hours.

Shipili said Muleya had 
shown no signs of illness and 
had taken part in training on 
Tuesday afternoon.

“Choolwe, a Macha Queens 
defender, has been attending 
trials at our club since July 
23, 2026. She even trained 
yesterday around 16:00 hours 

and lower-tier coach, second 
assistant coach and interim 
head coach.

Musukwa has also been 
involved in the development 
of the Young Prison Leopards 
Football Club.

As part of his continued 
professional development, 
he has undertaken formal 
coaching training, including 
a Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) C Licence 
coaching credentials.

Musukwa’s experience 
in player development and 

technical management is 
expected to be valuable 
as Queens prepare for the 
forthcoming Premier League 
campaign.

“The Zambia Correctional 
Service wishes Coach Shemu 
Musukwa and his technical 
team success in their new as-
signments and calls upon all 
supporters and stakeholders 
to give the team the neces-
sary support as it seeks to 
achieve its objectives,” a ZCS 
statement said.

and was in good health. But 
we were informed this morn-
ing that she woke up not 
feeling well. She was rushed 
to Solwezi Urban Clinic where 
she was pronounced dead 
and her body has since been 
deposited in the Solwezi 
General Hospital mortuary,” 
Shipili said.

Meanwhile, FAZ General 
Secretary Charles Chakatazya 
described the loss as a pain-
ful moment for the football 
family.

Chakatazya said the player’s 
death has left the football 
community in shock, coming 
at a time when she was seek-
ing an opportunity to further 
her career.

“The football family is in 
mourning following the tragic 
loss of a young and talented 
player who passed away while 
pursuing her dream of joining 
another club. This is a sad mo-

ment for all of us,” Chakatazya 
said.

He has conveyed condo-
lences to the bereaved family 
on behalf of FAZ President 
Keith Mweemba and the 
executive committee.

“On behalf of the FAZ 
President (Keith Mweemba) 
and his executive committee, 
we wish to send our deepest 
sympathies and condolences 
to the family of our departed 
player,” Chakatazya said.

Chakatazya said FAZ is 
standing with the family, 
Macha Queens and Doves 
Queens during the period of 
mourning.

“We have lost a promising 
young player whose future in 
the game was still ahead of 
her. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with her family, team-
mates and everyone affected 
by this sad loss,” Chakatazya 
said.


